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Operation Andrew Kick Off Sunday—February 28
High Attendance Day in Sunday School—March 28
“March for the Master”

HOW ARE SOUTHERN BAPTIST ORGANIZED?

The Southern Baptist Convention is a family of local, self-governing churches of
all sizes, various styles and diverse ethic, racial and cultural people. These
churches comprise over 16 million people in over 42,000 churches. Support is
given to 5000 North American Missionaries and 5000 International Missionaries
in over 153 nations. The SBC cooperates with over 1200 local associations,
and 41 State Conventions and fellowships. With all these different congrega-
tions, Southern Baptists call their own pastors, and determine their own programs yet coop-
erative together. How is this possible?

There are 5 basic distinctive which Southern Baptists have in common: (1) The Bible is the
sole authority for what we believe and how we live and how we work together in the church.
(2) Each church is composed of voluntary people who have accepted Jesus Christ as their
savior. (3) Only believers are baptized by immersion. (4) Each individual can approach God
and all persons can worship as they deem necessary. (5) Governments must not interfere in
any religion or hinder its free exercise. Southern Baptists organized on these convictions
and other biblical principles. Only those who have turned to Christ for repentance and faith
should be church members. Baptism is not essential to salvation. It is necessary for mem-
bership in a Baptist church. The Lord’s Supper helps church members remember the death,
burial and resurrection of Christ. It does not have saving powers. All members are equal in
the church and church government is the congregation. Pastors give leadership to the
church. Anyone can read and interpret the Bible. But one cannot just believe anything, or
believe nothing, and still be a Southern Baptist. The Bible is inspired and authoritative and
defines the boundaries of believer.

Southern Baptists stress the importance of the local church. Each church is free to follow
Christ as He leads. But we also work together on the local, state, regional and nation levels.
These general bodies serve the churches but hold no authority over them.

Associations were formed in 1751, to allow churches within a certain region to bond together
to provide fellowship, to counter false doctrine, to define and spread Baptist views. Associa-
tions help to organize new churches, encourage churches, and aid in Christian education. In
the early beginnings of the Convention missionaries were sent to the Indians, Negro slaves
and Anglo frontier communities. Today there are over 1200 local associations.

A second level of organization began in 1821 when South Carolina Baptist formed a state
convention. Similar conventions soon appeared. They provide support for leadership train-
ing, conduct programs in evangelism and stewardship and carry out a mission strategy for
their state.

The third level of organization is the national convention. Baptists in America formed the
Triennial Convention in 1814 to promote foreign missions. The convention added home mis-
sions in 1817. The Southern Baptist Convention was formed in 1845 as a general body to
conduct missionary and benevolent tasks. The SBC created the Foreign and Domestic
(Home) Mission Boards and empowered them to collect money and send missionaries.
Special purpose structures was then formulated such as the Women’s Missionary Union
(WMU) in 1888.

The SBC works through boards, institutions, commissions and committees. SBC elect trus-
tees from cooperating churches to approve policies, set budgets and employ administrators
for each agency. Board are related to International Missions, North American Missions, reli-
gious education and annuity. Six seminaries train pastors, missionaries, and church staff.

These different levels of organization provides a working relationship among churches and
general bodies. Associations and conventions are composed of messengers from churches.
No general body exercise control over another or other churches. Working together South-
ern Baptist are able to reach more people for Christ not only at home but around the world.



Scioto Valley Baptist Association Financial Statement
General Fund Receipts from Churches
December 2009

Burlington $00 First So Pomeroy  $462.51
Calvary $1595.23 First So South Point $388.12
Chesapeake $77.00 Frankfort $220.60
Chillicothe $837.89  French City $175.29
Cook Road $148.82 Friendship $00
Countryside $00 Glouster $00
Ebenezer $00 Good News $265.52
Emmanuel $116.00 Grace, McArthur $425.07
Fairland $50.55 Grace, Wellston $00
Faith $155.30  Hope $137.97
First, Ashville  $150.75 Lakeview $00
First, Athens $26.10 Rohr Road $165.00
First, Beaver  $137.89 Rolling Hills $244.00
First, Logan $545.39 Sharon $782.07
First, Waverly $1239.21 The Plains $135.00

“Such a Ti meWdmeldhs sRetreat
March 6, 2010 10:00-4:00pm
First Baptist Church, 336 East State St, Athens OH
Cost: $15.00 per person.
Special Speaker: JoAnne Hopkins.
Registration by February 27.
Contact Jean DiFilippo at 740-541-3397

jeandifiippo@yahoo.com

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING
February 8, 2010
The Plains Baptist Fellowship
2 South Plains Road, The Plains
Meal — 6:30pm Meeting- 7:00pm

MEETING FEATURE:
TAX SEMINAR

FACILIATOR: Dave Warton
State Convention of Baptists in Ohio

Who will benefit?
Pastors/Treasurers/Finance Committee

RSVP for meal by February 4
svbaohio@svbaohio.org
740-286-4484




NEWS AROUND SCIOTO VALLEY
Cook Road Lucasville, Bro. Larry Parks Pastor: SS average 24, gave out 30 food baskets
at Christmas.

Frankfort: Called Paul Winks as Pastor.

Lakeview Hamden, Bro. Craig Brumbaugh Pastor: 14 went Christmas Caroling. Work is
continuing on the new facilities.

Rolling Hills Athens, Bro. Greg Ross Pastor: Lap Quilt project distributed 100 plus to
Meals on Wheels recipients. This marked the 1000™ Quilt completed and given through this
outreach.

Sharon Ironton: Bro. Steve Harvey Pastor: Lottie Moon Goal $1,500 received $1,803.
Work is continuing on the new sanctuary.

THE STATE CONVENTION OF BAPTISTS IN OHIO presentsthe
2010 State Evangelism Celebration

1ing the Gospe
that Saves

Monday and Tuesday
February 22 and 23, 2010
w2t Cedarville University

OFFICERS 2009-2010

Associational Missionary....... Rev. Bill Wellman Moderator..................... Rev. Dobie Wyant
Clerk....ooooiiiiiiiiiiien, Mrs. Emily Wellman Vice Moderator................. Rev. Ricky Kirk
Financial Secretary................. Mr. Bruce Knox Bookkeeper................ Mrs. Emily Wellman
Sunday School Director........... Rev. Bill James Recording Secretary............. Mr. Terry Barr
Worship Leader.................... Mrs. Ann Wilhelm Youth Director................. Rev. Kenny Kidd

Men’s Director

Mr. John Bail

Evangelism Director....Rev. Lamar O’Bryant




